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EURISCO farewell

Over the yearsfrom 2006 tilltoday, this e-bulletin hal two issues a year (witfew exceptions) one in May/July
and another in December. Initially thebeilletin aimedto report on activities and results from the EURISCO
catalogue itself, but soon we felt that was not enougihe catalogue was means ofdisseminationfor
providers and users tg and we wanted taisethis meanas a communication vehictidferedto all. Thusthe e
bulletin was expanded to disseminaséso scientific contributions coming from the countries using datanf
EURISChecoming soon besides a communication tool, a reportirggnd monitoring mechanism for the
network.

¢ KS W9 !-avdzf{ f/vBaga\3¢rRs of electronic bulletins that providléeedbackto National Focal Points
(NFPs) and serdeas a dissemination vehicle for NFPs and others to put forward their contrilsutgarding
plant genetic resources issudgis was one of the many mechanism that enalifel EURISCO Catalogoebe
sustainalle and meeingtheb Ct & @ndzai B NA Qit hgsD&eRraa open channel for anyone toontribute
with thematic papers, ideas, comments, suggestions and questions

This isa special issue of the EURISGRuketin, being the last issugreparedby Bioversityinternational;it will
present you with some keystones and a historical overview of a decade of an active network and its
achievements.

You may be askingvhy is this bulletin the last on@

| SNB a2 Y She Rs$hilletin bui notthe endof EURISCO

In the last ECPGR Steering Committeseting,the hosting of EURISG&asawarded tolPK, Germanythrough
an open cal(read morein the ECPGR report).

Foralmosta year, October2013September 2014 we have been busy handinger. Already in Aprik0141PK
started its own journeywith the EURISCO infrastructure and netwdrkis ebulletin will close the handover
cycle bytellingyoua bitmore on this first decade dhe EURISCO story.

In the year 2000 aesearch proposal was submitted to the European Union (EU) Directorate for Research, Fifth
Framework Programme, Thematic Program 'Quality Of Life And Management Of Living Resources', Action 1
'‘Support for research infrastructures', Field 14.2. 'Bioldgmmrmation resources' (call of 15 November 1999).
Thus, the journey towards thEURISCidception started when the European Commission approved a project

to establish a European Plant Genetic Resources Information -3bfuature, EPGRIS.



This projetwas a threeyear concerted effortending in December 2008pordinated by the Centre for Genetic
Resources, The Netherlandsd with the participation of the Czech Republic, France, Germany, Italy, Portugal,
and SwedenThe aim of the project was to establish an infrastructure for information on plant genetic resources
(PGR) maintainedx situin Europe by: (asupporting the creation and providing technical suppornhaiional

PGR Inventories; and)(loreating a EuropeaPGR Search Catalogue with passport dat&ositucollections
maintained in Europe.
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EPGRIS halfay Coordination meeting, 15 June20®2, Oeiras, Portugal.

From left to rightlva Faberova (& Sabine Rocher (DEU), Veronique Jamilloux (FR&9) Van Hintum (NDL),

Martine Mitteau (FRA), Brigitt Laliberg (Bioversity International), Samy Gaiji (Bioversity International), Eliseu
Bettencaurt (PRT), D Tejer Endersen (NordGen) and Lorenzo Maggioni (EEPGR

The final output of this project was the European Search Catalo§lWRISCO which means "I find" in ancient
Greek.

The Catalogue was developed to be frequently updated from the Natilmventories (NIs) of PGR and to be
easly accessible via the Internet.

The project supported European countries in the creation of the Nlis through workshops, technical advice, staff
exchanges, and by developing standariilbe Catalogue automatically recaidvaata from the Nls, effectively
providing access to axsitu PGR information in Europe.

The central search catalogue, EURISCO, was createttaanbeenmanaged andmaintained by Bioversity
International (formerly he International Plant Genetic Resources Institute [IPGRI]), which assumed the
responsibility for maintainingand managingthe system after completion of the project on behalf of the
Secretariat of the European Cooperative Programme for Plant Genetic iReso(ECPGR) (formerly the
European Cooperative Programme for Crop Genetic Resources Network& g CFhe EURISCO catalogue was
publicly launched in September 2003 and since then many thiagecome about

As usuglafter each project endghe most dfficult part is to create a me@nism that enables the continuation
of a network and its core product. Andhe greatest effortfor us was keep the network active while still
gathering inventory datand supporting countries to medheir national and international commitments.
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A decade ago, while countriegere still discussig the FAOInternational Undertaking FAQIU, which later on
becamewhat is today thdnternational TREAT®n PGRF/and its articles such as on access and benefit sharing
a mechanism for countries to develop theix situnational inventories and a regional infrastructure was made
available. For the first time, out of the @XRgenebanksit was possible foaregion togather and documenits
countrieginventories inaW2 yS & (0 2 L) & K, drydew cduiiitriesiné & wieb pioktasrther facility to
publish their information, and for many years the EURISCO platform was the only chanrelthiivat of the
countriescould useto make their information public and accessible to all.
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Year

2014 out of the 45 countries in the European region,

. . . . . Total # accessions
publish their national inventorythe over 1.1M accessior
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spread acrosmany of the 42 existing fields paccession
therefore represen8M fields of information.

What has been done 2007

Public awareness Gl ; 1 EURISCO going on 1.1 million
* EURISCO poster i ; ‘;—- . .
‘ : 4 (A2 / f Going Globat Info4seeds, EURISCO in Al&®bal

*Fact sheets (22)

« Bookmeiks A Accession Level Information System (ALIS) on Plant
TSN ' Genetic Resources

1 Public awareness materialshe two fact sheets were
updated and translateéhto nine languages




2008
1 External evaluatiorz identified weakness and strengths, a
set a series of future recommendations and road map for
20082013
T EURISCO factsheets reaching more peapld languages

T EURISCO poster updated
9 Website feedback implementation news

9 Documentation and information trainingfor EURISCO NFI
29¢30 June, Czech Republic, Prague

TEURISCO Seminar and Trainingd Blovember, Madrid,
Spain,organized by INMKERFSpain and
EURISCO/ECPGR/Bioversity International

T EURISCO Seminar and Trainingll ® December, Tirana,
Albania,organized by the Agricultural University of Tirana
and the Albanian Genebank with support from FAO, SEE
and EURISCO/ECPGR/Bioversity International on
documentation and information

9 The new descriptors for EURISCO as a service to the
International Tredy - MLS, SMTA and AEGIS

9 Countries registering MLS through EURIS€&arhed 14%
9 New website look

1 73 people have been trained in 280

Trainings funded by countries in
2008-2009

Isw

2008-2009

Total number of trainees

® Spain MWAlbania MArmenia MRussia

Total no. accessions registered in the ITPGRFA MLS per
year

® 2008 w2009 m2010 w2011 w™2012 m2013

2009

A window to
Evrope’s plant diversity

EURISCO factsheets are reaching more
peoplec 15 languages

New NFPs appointed in 200916 new
NFPs

EURISCO Training and Seminar220
October, Kharkov, Ukrainegrganized

by the Institute of Plant Production n.a.
V.Y. Yuriev of UAASIational Centre

for Plant Genetic Resources of Ukraine
(NCPGRU) and the EURISCO Coordinator
from Bioversity International

EURISCO Training and Seminar, 30
Novemberl December, Bargluka,
Bosnia and Herzegovin&genetic
Resources InstituteUniversity of
Banjaluka and ECPGR/Bioversity
International.

113 people trained in 2009

MLS registered through EURISCO



reached almost 20%f the total material

EURISCO Taxonom&portst 333 reports were sent to the NFP

Going on 40 Three more ountries joined EURISCO network in 2009

Renewal of the EURIS@ata sharing agreement

EURISCO at GBIF Nodes Meetm@openhagen, Denmark

EURISCO at the 2009 TDWG confereBdenowledge about Biodiversity and Agriculture
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2010

EURISCO Data Sharing Agreemantil 2020
EURISCO updatelerms of Use

EURISCO searengine updates

Monitoring impactt assessing use

EURISCO Taxonomic andSGieports are now automatically available and downloadabte intranet
individual country pages

GRINGIobal inand beyond EUROPE

EURISCO Data Sharing Agreement

SetEURISCactivities for 2012

Summary statuon continuing EURISCO developments

Report on Global Biodiversity Information Facility (GBN9des meeting in Berlin
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National contributions

1 Contribution from Bosnia
and Herzegoving
UNKNOWN ’ “landraces” & Bnetic Resources
Institute, University of
BanjalukaA NEW PGR
l h[59wd . NASTAY3

M Contribution from
Armenia- dNew data
available in EURISECO
“breeding Output of a Global Crop
research Diversity Trust funded
material® LINR 2 é é l:l A y. ' NI S y
Marina Hovhannisyan,
Armenian EURISCO

“founder stock-
base population™

This spider chart represents the data types registered in 2008 versus the ones in 2013

National Focal Point.

1 Contributions from Portugat Banco Portugués de Germoplasma Veg&RIGV shares valuable data sets
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§ Contribution from Bulgaricé¢ KS adGF 4GS 2F t Dw R 2y ikoBya Veélcheva? Bulgdrigh . dzt



EURISCO National Focal Point.

f  Contribution from Montenegroc & / dzZNNBy & &
/I 2y¥SNBYyOS 2y G(KS aw2fsS
Miroslav2 A 1 Y, M@htedegrin EURISCO National FocaitPo

2011
1 EURISCO Data Sharing Agreement

1 EURISCO transferring teydo3 content
management system

1 EURISCGaXonomy and GIS reporiare
automatically available and downloadable AHGUEEURISED

1 EURISCO Taxonoroyrated

A window o EW:&'S plant diversity
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EURISCO e s Soxch  iSeamh
inventories, and provides access Make a search Use various
to all ex situ PGR infarmation using keywords  criteria to

1 ECPGR Progress Rep20tl0 in Europe. ante segrenl
1 EURISCO websitarther improved
f GRINGlobald LINBf S aS¢ GSNERAZY
1

Total number of EURISCO visitors per year

2005

2012 2006

2011

2010

New National Inventoy (NI)
available in EURISCO

GRINGLOBAWNersion 1.0 released

Monitoring impactt assessing use

EURISCO is closereaching 1.1
million accessions

{dzoYA&&aA2Yy 27

project proposal

2012
1 EURISCO activitider 2012

1 Summary statu®n continuing EURISCO developments

1 Report on Global Biodiversity Information Facility (GBNgdes meeting in Berlin
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GRINGIobal in and beyondEUROPE

Contribution from Armeniazaad b S¢ RI G+ | @ A ©Outpot bf & Glabyl C@®p Divergity Frust
Fdzy RSR LINE 2 ShMarirfa ovhaNdisyay, Arménian EURISCO National Focal Point.

Contribution from Bulgaricd ¢ KS adl 4GS 2F t Dw R dNiaya/Melthéve,2y Ay
Bulgarian EURISCO National Focal PAmi.dGenetic Diversity in thé&SolanaceaéF | YA £ € A By . dzf 3
Nikolaya Velcheva, Bulgarian EURISCO National Focal Point and Liliya Krasteva, PGR National Coordinatc

Contribution from Montenegrot &/ dzZNNBy G adl 4GS 27T ca@né doSsji&aioke Qa 3 S
FTNRY GKS /2yFSNBYyOS 2y GKS awz2fS 2F wSaSkNOK Ay
I NB by#Mioslav2 A T Y;2 BA O
Montenegrin EURISCO National Foc Total numbe of countries and accessions
Point. registered in the ITPGRFA MLS per year

) ) ) , N 1000000
Contribution fromAlbaniat a ¢ K S

current state and documentation of
plant geneticNBS & 2 dzNO S & Ay
by Belul Gixhari, Albanian EURISCO et
National Focal Point and Ndoc Faslia
PGR National Coordinator.
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Contribution fromPortugalt Going L

GRINGlobala ¢ KS A YLX S 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
of GRIN Global as the
documentation system in the
ISOPlexis Genebank, Madeira,
t 2 NIi dgAMighiet A.APinheiro de Carvalho and Humberto Nobrd§®Plexi§enebank

Echoes from an AEGIS projact”Brassicaselection criteria for the identification of the Most

Appropriate Accessions: relate to thBrassicaolerace8 ¥ LOSNA LYy O2ft SOY A2y T |\
Violeta R. Lopes, Ana M. Barata, Eugénia Nunes, Elena Cartea, Pilar Soengas, Noortje Bas aad Charlott
Allender project partners

RSHeed is now availablen the EURISCO website

New National Inventory (Nlavailable in EURISCO in 2@1Belgium

FAO/Bioversity releasef MULTICROP PASSPORT DESCRIPTQ@QRS8IES V.2.
EURISCO working on tiest option for adoption of MCPD V.2

13" ECPGR Steering CommitteeEURISCO hosting, decision postponed to March 2013

T=No. Countries =sim=Total no. accessions

Update on accessions in EURISC@aas of AEGIS garlic accessions
EURISCO 2012 progress report for the 1B@PGR Steering Committee

Monitoring impactt assessing use



Eurisco accessed from a given number of
countries by year
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Overviav of all EURISCO data distribution

2013 2014
i Preparation, meetings, planning and handing over EURISCO to IPK
9 Continuing support by Bioversitinternational to EURISCO network

1 Legal agreement for hosting of EURISCO by IPK on beh8liowersity International as the legal entity for
ECPGR

91 Information on interpretation of Data Sharing Agreements (DSA)
1 Followup signatures oDSAsstill to be signed

Planned meetings/conferences /symposium/workshopsd many otler things happened.

Throughoutthe years the EURISC@etwork functioned due to its National Focaldihts engagement and
contributions. Over the years the NFPs turrover was always considerableand therefore many
contributed to this network.



Hereby | express mgratitude to all ofthe past and present NFRgho have been part of it

)t

L

Success is not final, failure i& not
fatal: it is th@courage to continue

that counts. ™

Winston' Churchill

— + Israel

The map shows the current coverage of the European region by this network

EURISCO is alreadynder the management ofPKand activities are moving forwardwe wishall the best
to the network anda fruitful work and collaboration with the IPK team.

We invite you to visit and collaborate with us on the Plant Genetic Resources Diversity Gateway
(http: //pardiversity.bioversityinternational.org).

For further details and information on how to collaborate get in tal with us.

This last ebulletin is dedicated to networking but ispeciallydedicated tothe memory of
Dr Sergey Alexaian, a fully dedicated and supporter of PGRFA at VIR.

¢ Dr Alexanian pushed for recognition of the historical role that Nikolai Vavilov and the Vaviimtendayed in
establishing the global significance of plant genetic resources. With Bioversity International, he promoted the Eng
translation of Vavilov'€ive Continentsa bookg KA OK O2y il Aya RSAONALIIA2ya 27
1916 and 1940; and provided important guidance and materialsviavifov and his Institutea publication bylgor
Loskutoy a past holder of our Vavildwrankel Fellowship.



http://pgrdiversity.bioversityinternational.org/
mailto:s.dias@cgiar.org?subject=PGR%20Diversity%20Gateway%20-%20contact
http://www.bioversityinternational.org/e-library/publications/detail/five-continents/
http://www.bioversityinternational.org/e-library/publications/detail/vavilov-and-his-institute-a-history-of-the-world-collection-of-plant-genetic-resources-in-russia/
http://www.bioversityinternational.org/capacity-strengthening/fellows-gallery/single-details-fellow/news/igor-loskutov/
http://www.bioversityinternational.org/capacity-strengthening/fellows-gallery/single-details-fellow/news/igor-loskutov/

For many of us, Dr Alexaniarilivbe remembered as the warm welcome and friendly face that greeted those who
went to visit and learn from the Vavilov Institute in St. Petersburg, Russia. We will miss him dearly and continue

Training seminato strengthen national gaacity on PGR data exchange austainability,organized by N.Mavilov Research Institute of
Plant Industry (VIR) and Bios¢y.

For your attention i_Reqister _here for the new bulletins

From now on the e-bulletin will be distributed by IPK, if you still wish to
receive this e-bulletin, please reply to this message with "Subscribe to
EURISCO e-bulletin -1PK™.

Please feel free to forward this message to friends and colleagues.
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For more information, please contact:

Stephan Weise
EURISCO Coordinator/Developer
Tel: (+49) 39482 5744

E-mail: eurisco@ipkgatersleben.de
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